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rigs to their single prime mover and trailer,”
he asserts.

“Because my Fusos work 24/7, a new
one will cover B00,000km in two years.
After that | run it in the local fleet for three
years where it will do 50,000 a year. That's
750,000km in five years. By then, I've
gained the best years out of it and its resale
valug is high as the engine is still only half-
way through its first life-to-overhaul.”

Given this, Doug buys a new ‘interstate-
capable’ Fuso every year to replace the
one joining the local fleet. The older truck

becomes a viable back-up to the interstate
. runners, should one of them be temporarily

grounded. Even so, he claims he's only had
two breakdowns on the highway over the
past five years. “Moreover, Melbourne Fuso
dealer Austrans handled the situations very
quickly,” he reports.

“My drivers like the truck’s air seat and
cruise control — which saves them stiff legs
on those long stretches of the Hume; and
they appreciate the ‘set-and-forget’ climate
control in the cab. “The cnly feature they'd
like to see would be a CD stacker to save
changing discs!”

From Doug’s perspective though, his
business is more than happy with the truck/
trailer concept. It has made possible the
service that was missing in conventional
semi-trailer wisdom. M

SLIP INTO SOMETHING
MORE COMFORTABLE

Fuso Financial
Fast track approval
Flexible repayment terms

Ask for a competitive quote today.
Contact an authorised Fuso dealer
or call 1300 730 200.
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